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The future Commuter 40 adopts a more 

contemporary design while retaining the Commuter 

DNA (1). Also of the second generation, the 

Commuter 50 does not deny the philosophy of 

the units of the Roaring Twenties: elegance and 

refinement (2).

ELEGANCE 

IN A LONG RUN
From American speedboats, the Ocea shipy-
ard, under the impetus of architect Michel 
Joubert, has built long-distance motor-yachts, 
of which it now offers a modernised range, wi-
thout losing its refined and adventurous soul.

Texte : Christophe Varène – Photos : DR

OCEA COMMUTER

t the beginning of the 20th centu-

ry, New York billionaires, like The 

Great Gatsby during the Roaring 

Twenties, were looking for the 

fastest way to reach their offices 

in Manhattan's towers from their 

homes on Long Island. The many construction 

sites along the Hudson and East Rivers, including 

Morgan, Vanderbilt, Stroh and Ford, invented the 

"Commuters" (that can be translated by shuttles 

or suburbanites), luxurious and fast motorboats - 

up to 50 knots! - characterised by their long, nar-

row shape, frigate-like stern and straight bow. The 

name Commuter will also be used to designate the 

private shuttles used by wealthy ship owners to get 

from their villas to their yachts. Before gradually 

returning to oblivion.

It was not until more than a century later that in 

2003 the alchemy between a shipyard, an architect 

and a shipowner began to take shape once again. 

Created in 1987, in Les Sables-d'Olonne, the Ocea 

shipyard has from the outset focused on two areas 

of development: aluminium as a construction ma-

terial and diversification towards different types of 

boats, but also towards industry. The architect Mi-

chel Joubert, with his partner Bernard Nivelt, has 

built up a solid reputation in the world of sailing, 

but he is also attracted by the world of motorboats, 

provided he brings his originality. He is thus pas-

sionate about trawlers, which will become trendy at 

a time that favours eco-slow navigation, but espe-

cially for these Commuters who are out of fashion 

but with such a seductive look. Finally, you need an 

owner with precise specifications: to work the inte-

rior volumes on the length more than on the height 

for a more seaworthy behaviour. Okeanis, the first 

40-metre Ocea Commuter, therefore takes up the 

DNA of these inspirers with her semi-displacement 

hull, her Portuguese deck and her bulwark stall re-

cognisable on the front third in order to gain in in-

terior volume. Everything on board is designed for 

deep-sea navigation (sampling, anchoring system, 

autonomy, acoustic level, weight reduction with ho-

neycomb bulkheads, etc.) in compliance with the 

values defended by Ocea.
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Launched in 2004, 
Abely Wheeler, the 

first of the Commuter 
108, has sailed around 

the world (1). Michel 

Joubert (left), here with 

his companion Bernard 

Nivelt, has restored 

the Commuter to her 

former glory (2). 40 m 
long, Okeanis, launched 

in 2001, is the first 
Commuter built by the 

Ocea shipyard (3).
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wheelhouse is moved forward to save interior space, the windows are 

extended and the tender is moved forward. A lot of work has been 

done on the performance/power ratio and Paolyre has a range of 4 000 

miles at 10 knots for a maximum speed of 18 knots. For each project, 

the Ocea shipyard brings its know-how in the construction of vessels 

meeting the most demanding construction standards, while respecting 

the wishes of its customers. Jean-Michel Flour joined Ocea in 2001 

to develop the pleasure yacht market. Since then, he has brought his 

expertise to this type of unit and has, from the very beginning of the 

Commuter range, accompanied future owners to guide them in their 

3

This will be followed by several units of different sizes based on the 

same concept, with evolutions that meet the navigation programmes 

and the requirements of shipowners, as demonstrated by the Com-

muter 108 range (32.70 m). In that respect, Abely Wheeler, designed 

for a family circumnavigation of the world, has different layouts with 

passenger cabins at the front, crew cabin in the centre, crane and ten-

der at the rear and a foredeck that can be used for downwind sailing. 

On Marhaba, some aspects of the traditional Commuter are blurred 

with a less pronounced stern frigate, a larger midship beam and the 

addition of a substantial bathing platform. On board Paolyre, the 

The spirit remains in spite of the modernisation of the lines
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Specialised in the 

construction of 

aluminium ships, the 

Ocea shipyard, founded 

in 1987, employs 

500 people and has 

infrastructures suitable 

for launching units of up 

to 90 m.

This view of the rear of the latest-generation 

Commuter 50, still signed by Michel 

Joubert, shows the desire to respond to 

new sailing trends and requirements in 

terms of comfort and pleasure.

choices. This approach has enabled the largest Ocea Commuter ever 

built to be launched in 2011: Elisabet with her 47 m overall length and 

helicopter platform retains an identifiable silhouette. The fact that she 

does not gain in height makes it possible to limit dunnage and hence 

maintain a formidable ability to navigate, even in bad weather when 

the other large yachts remain in port.

The death of Michel Joubert in 2016 could have put a brake on the 

development of the Commuters as the architect was the soul of these 

boats. But he had, in collaboration with Ocea, worked on the design of 

a renewed range comprising four sizes, the Ocea Commuter 33, 40, 50 

and 60. The silhouette of the boats of the last century has been preser-

ved, with an ever-optimised autonomy, but also thanks to a moderni-

sation of the lines, the presence of high windows and superstructures 

with a more contemporary design. By moving away from the epic story 

of the builders of industrial empires, these new Commuters are closer 

to the spirit of adventure and discovery of today's sailors, imbued with 

the notion of reasoned development and environmental preservation. 

When the essential thing is to have a vision of the future... n
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